
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



HISTORICAL NOTES. 

Mary Crosse The following account of Mary 

Fisher a Quakeress, afterwards Mary Crosse, wife of John 
Crosse, both of whose wills are to be found among the 
"Abstracts from the Court of Ordinary" in this number of 
the Magazine, is compiled chiefly from an article by Mr. 
George Vaux on "Friends in Charleston, S. C," printed in 
The Friend, in 1909, and from data gathered by Mr. D. E. 
Huger Smith. 

The story of Mary Fisher's early life is told in Besse's 
Sufferings, Sewel's History, and Bowden's History. As 
Mary Fisher, in 1660 she paid a missionary visit to the 
Grand Turk, the account of this visit, and her courteous 
reception, have been fully preserved in the history of the 
Friends, and celebrated both in prose and verse. 

In 1662 she was married to William Bay ley, a well-known 
minister among the Friends; he died in 1675, and in 1678 
she was married to John Crosse of London. The date of 
the arrival of John and Mary Crosse in South Carolina 
has not been recovered, some time prior to 1685, 
for at that date John Crosse made his will. In Bowden's 
History of Friends in America, an abstract of a letter from 
Robert Barrow to his wife is given, dated 12 Mo. 1696/7, 
written on the coast of Florida while travelling in the min- 
istry. He speaks of arriving at Ashley River and of there 
having a kind landlady and nurse, "one whose name you 
have heard of, a Yorkshire woman, born within two miles 
of York; her maiden name was Mary Fisher, she that 
spake to the great Turk, afterwards William Bayley's wife 
* * * she is a widow of a second husband, her name 
is now Mary Crosse." 

Mary Crosse had three children, all by her husband 
William Bayley. 1 : William Bayley, her son, who died 
before April 25, 1702; he had a wife named Hannah and 
one child, John Bayley, who was a planter in Berkeley 
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County, and was still living in 1 73 1 . 2 : Mary Bayley, 
who married twice, first to Charles Basden who died early 
in 1698, and second to Nicholas Nary, by whom she had 
one son Nicholas, who died a minor in 1722. She died 
prior to July 10, 171 7. By Charles Basden she had four 
children ; Charles who died under age. Sarah, who married 
four times; first, before Oct. 1714, John Douglas, second 
before July 171 7, James McCall, third before Sept. 1722, 
Jonathan Collins, and March 14, 1731/2, Robert Johnston; 
she had children by each husband. Mary Basden died un- 
married, and Rebecca married the Rev. William Guy, an 
Episcopal Clergyman, by whom she had a number of chil- 
dren. 3 : Susannah Bayley, who married twice ; her first 
husband being Edward Rawlins, by whom she had three 
children, Ann who married Thomas Hepworth, Chief 
Justice between 1724 and 1727; Mary Rawlins, who married 
William Blamyer; and Edward Rawlins. Susanna Rawl- 
ins married second Henry Wigington, Deputy Secretary of 
the Province; she died in 1733, and was buried in the 
Friends' Burial Ground in Charlestown. She apparently 
had only one child by her second marriage, Sophia Wiging- 
ton, who was born about 1702. Sophia Wigington mar- 
ried Robert Hume, a lawyer in Charlestown in 1721. 
Robert Hume died Oct. 1, 1737; in his will, dated 16 Dec, 
1736, he mentions his wife Sophia, and two children, 
Alexander and Susanna. Sophia Hume's subsequent his- 
tory is an interesting psychological study; although her 
mother belonged to the Society of Friends, her father was 
an Episcopalian, and her early life was spent under this 
influence; later, she returned to her mother's faith, and this 
seems to have caused unhappy family dissension. Most 
of her life after the death of her husband was spent in 
London, where she died in 1774, having been a minister 
for about 25 years. She returned to Charleston for a short 
visit in 1747, and again in 1767. It was during her visit 
in 1747 that she wrote her famous pamphlet, dated "Charles 
Town, in South Carolina, the 30th of the Tenth Month, 
1747," and entitled: 
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An | Exhortation | to the | Inhabitants | of the Province 
of | South-Carolina | To bring their Deeds to the Light of 
Christ, | in their own Consciences. | By Sophia Hume | In 
which is inserted, | Some account of the Author's | Experi- 
enc in the Important Business of Religion | [4 lines of 
Biblical quotations] | London : Printed and Sold by Luke 
Hinde, at the Bible | in George Yard, Lombard Street, 
1752, 152 pp. 8°. 



